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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Barbara Baker, Communications Manager

Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority
Phone: (717) 397-9968

Fax: (717) 397-9973

Email: bbaker@lcswma.org
Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority to

Sponsor Home Compost Workshops

Lancaster, PA (August 2, 2007) 

Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority’s (LCSWMA) mission is to manage the County’s waste and recyclable materials in an environmentally safe, reliable and efficient manner. One of LCSWMA’s activities includes educating residents on how they can do the same at home. Typically this means recycling through municipal curbside programs and by bringing materials to LCSWMA’s permanent, drive-through Household Hazardous Waste Facility at 1299 Harrisburg Pike in Lancaster.

There is another way residents can beneficially manage the waste they produce at home, and that is by composting. Composting is an excellent way to recycle “organic” waste, i.e. vegetable scraps, grass clippings, leaves etc., and turn them into a useful and valuable product. 

To help get home composting projects started, for the third consecutive year the Authority is organizing free workshops, where residents will learn how to recycle the “good garbage” that is typically put out with the trash. And to further encourage home composting in the County, host municipalities will provide free composting bins to a member from each family that attends a workshop.

Lancaster County residents are invited to attend any one of the home composting workshops scheduled for this fall. All workshops are on Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Workshop pre-registration is required to ensure every family attending receives a home composting bin. Residents should register with the municipal recycling coordinator where the workshop is being held. Workshops are limited to the first forty people to register for each venue.
· September 15 at the Warwick Township Municipal Building located at 315 Clay Road, Lititz. To register, contact the Warwick Township Recycling Coordinator at (717) 626-8900 or email bkreider@warwicktownship.org
· September 22 at Little Chiques Park, entrance located on 200 block of Park Avenue, between East Main Street and North High Street, Mount Joy. To register, contact the Mount Joy Borough Recycling Coordinator at (717) 653-2300 or email lindsey@mountjoypa.org
· September 29 at the Manheim Township Compost Park located at 2775 Oregon Pike, Lititz. To register, contact the Manheim Township Recycling Coordinator at (717) 569-6406, ext. 129 or email wherrr@manheimtownship.org
· October 13 at the Upper Leacock Township Municipal Building located at 36 Hillcrest Avenue, Leola. To register, contact the Upper Leacock Township Recycling Coordinator at (717) 656-9755 or email bhink@ultwp.com
The Penn State Master Gardeners of Lancaster County will conduct the workshops on the basics of composting, materials that should be used, the issues of temperature and moisture, etc. Activity books will be provided for children, so this can be a family educational event.
###

About Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority
LCSWMA is recognized throughout North America as a leader in the field of solid waste management. LCSWMA operates an integrated solid waste management system which primarily serves Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. The system handles approximately 575,000 tons of waste per year and consists of:

· A new 2,200 tons per day transfer station
· A new drive-through permanent household hazardous waste facility
· A 36 megawatt, 1,200 tons per day mass burn waste-to-energy (WTE) facility
· A 2,000 tons per day sanitary landfill
· A 3.2 megawatt landfill gas-to-energy plant (LFGTE) - owned and operated by PPL
· A county-wide recycling program that has achieved a 37% recycling rate
The LCSWMA LFGTE and WTE facilities generate enough renewable energy from waste to power 1 out of 6 homes in Lancaster County. For further information on the Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority, please visit the website www.lcswma.org.
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