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Controller’s Office

150 North Queen Streel
Suite #71C

Lancaster, PA 17603
Phone; 717-299-8262
www.co.lancaster.pa.us

s

ancagter

Controller
Bran K. Hurter, CPA o
June 10, 2016

Teresa Peachiey, Tax Collector
West Earl Township

136 Cornerstone Way
Ephrata, PA 17522

Dear West Earl Township Tax Collector:

Attached is the audit report of your tax collection records for the County of
Lancaster, prepared by the Lancaster County Controller’s Office. QOur examination
procedures were performed covering the period of January 1, 2014 through January
15, 2016, which includes settlement for the 2014 and 2015 tax years,

The purpose of this audit is to ensure compliance with Section 26 (b) (1) of the Local
Tax Collection Law, Act of May 25, 1945, P.L. 1050, No. 394 CL. 53 (“Local Tax
Collection Law”). The Local Tax Collection Law contains guidance and procedures
for the elected tax collectors. Based upon the audit, we have issued this report,

We conducted our audit to obtain reasonable understanding about whether the tax
collections are free of material misstatement and to determine the accuracy of the
timeliness of the County real estate taxes collected, among other procedures. Therc
were no findings, significant deficiencies, or non-compliance noted during our
review,

The financials we have audited are attached as Exhibit A and will be inciuded in a
summary report issued to the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners. This report
is intended for the information and use of the West Earl Township Tax Collector and
the Lancaster County Board of Commissioners, and is not intended and should not be
used by anyone other than these specified parties without consent. However, public
policy dictates that this report is a matter of public record and its distribution is not
limited.

Sincerely,

TSR

Brian K, Hurter, CPA
Lancaster County Controller
mw

cc: Dale Peachey, Deputy Tax Collector — West Earl Township



West Earl Township Tax Collector
Relevant Audit Notes
For the period January 1, 2014 through January 15, 2016

Note A — DESCRIPTION OF TAX COLLECTOR AND TAXING DISTRICT

Teresa Peachey was elected to the position of West Earl Township Tax Collector on or about
November 5, 2013, to take office on January 1, 2014. Each elected tax collector’s position is a
four year term.

In Lancaster County, elected or appointed tax collectors are responsible to collect real estate
taxes for the County and municipalities. According to Section 25 of the Local Tax Collection
Law, by the tenth day of the immediate following month, the tax collector is required to submit a
tax collector report approved by the Department of Community and Economic Development
(DCED) and all monies collected in the prior month to the Lancaster County Treasurer and the
municipality in which they are elected. When settlement of tax records is completed by January
15 of the subsequent year, the tax collector submits unpaid tax parcels to the Lancaster County
Tax Claim Bureau.

In 2014, West Earl Township was thé®argest taxing district by total assessed value in
Lancaster County with an assessed total of $536,075,300. West Earl Township wis the 24
largest taxing district by taxable accounts with a total of 2pétdels. Again in 2015, West Earl
Township was the 28largest taxing district by total assessed value in Lancaster County with an
assessed total of $541,088,400 and thel2dyest taxing district by taxable accounts with a total
of 2,716parcels. Lancaster County is comprised of 60 tadisicts.

Note B — SCOPE AND PROCEDURES OF AUDIT

The period of review is January 1, 2014 through January 15, 2016, which covers the 2014 and
2015 tax years.

The following procedures were performed during the audit:

» Ensure DCED report is completed monthly

* Ensure accurate commissions were paid to tax collector

» Ensure monies due to Lancaster County were properly receipted
* Ensure Lancaster County received the correct amount owed

» Ensure collections were properly paid in correct payment period
* Ensure correct number of parcels were sent to Tax Claim Bureau



West Earl Township Tax Collector
Audit Findings and Observations
For the period January 1, 2014 through January 152016

This section of the report presents the findings @pservations that resulted from our annual
examination of the financial records. Following/ar the findings and observations noted, we
provide recommendations to correct or better tiserilged occurrence.

Lancaster County provides taxpayers with a 2% distantil April 30 and allows base
collections until June 30 of each year so that bater County can use the tax dollars to best
serve the residents of Lancaster County as a whole.

There were no findings, significant deficiencies,ranon-compliance noted.



West Earl Township Tax Collector
Audit Summary of Facts
For the period January 1, 2014 through January 152016

We have performed the procedures explained in Bdteassist in evaluating compliance for the
2014 tax year ended January 15, 2015 and 201%t@xepnded January 15, 2016 for the West
Earl Township Tax Collector. Our procedures désatifollow specific requirements of the
Local Tax Collection Law. The purpose of this duslito ensure our compliance with Section
26 (b) (1) of the Local Tax Collection Law. Thedad Tax Collection Law contains guidance
and procedures for the elected tax collectors.

Reportable conditions involved issues coming toaitention relating to significant deficiencies
or non-compliance that could adversely affect ghedollector’s ability to show a true
representation of the monies collected. While camtidg our audit, we found no findings,
significant deficiencies, or issues of non-compd@n

We conducted our audit to obtain reasonable uralgisig about whether the tax collections are
free of material misstatement and to determineatfoairacy of the timeliness of the County real
estate taxes collected. The financial affairs @ntpliance with the applicable law are the
responsibility of the West Earl Township Tax Coltec It is our opinion that the taxes collected
by the West Earl Township Tax Collector appear priypcollected, accounted for, and remitted
to Lancaster County in a timely manner. It is also opinion that the tax collections by the
West Earl Township Tax Collector appear to be implance with those generally accepted
policies and procedures for tax collectors. Wéerr believe the monthly tax balances recorded
on the Tax Collection Reports are accurately stated

The tax monies collected for West Earl Townshig@i4 and 2015 are shownHixhibit A:
Financial Statements of Tax Duplicate Collections



WEST EARL TOWNSHIP DUPLICATE TAX COLLECTIONS - 2014

Exhibit A

Month Prev Balance Excess/Refunds Exons Collected @ Disc Disc Collected @ Base Collected @ Pnity  Penalty Total Tax Revd Ending Balance
FEBRUARY $ 1,843,239.52 S 116,045.72 S 2,320.92 $ 113,72480 S 1,727,193.80 S 116,045.72
MARCH 1,727,193.80 248,766.41 4,975.25 243,791.16 1,478,427.39 248,766.41
APRIL 1,478,427.39 1,231,988.32 24,639.72 1,207,348.60 246,439.07 1,231,988.32
MAY 246,439.07 11.95 11.95 78,240.76 1,564.78 15,543.96 92,219.94 152,654.35 93,784.72
JUNE 152,654.35 77,333.19 77,333.19 75,321.16 77,333.19
JuLy 75,321.16 16,858.67 13,325.00 1,332.50 31,516.17 45,137.49 30,183.67
AUGUST 45,137.49 4,547.37 454.74 5,002.11 40,590.12 4,547.37
SEPTEMBER 40,590.12 2,667.90 266.79 2,934.69 37,922.22 2,667.90
OCTOBER 37,922.22 15,768.44 1,576.84 17,345.28 22,153.78 15,768.44
NOVEMBER 22,153.78 1,383.44 138.34 1,521.78 20,770.34 1,383.44
DECEMBER 20,770.34 3,588.59 358.87 3,947.46 17,181.75 3,588.59
End of Year 17,181.75 1,192.22 119.23 1,311.45 15,989.53 1,192.22
TOTAL S 11.95 S 11.95 S 1,675041.21 S 33,500.67 S 109,735.82 S 42,47296 S 4,247.31  $1,797,996.63 S 15,989.53 S 1,827,249.99
90.87% 5.95% 2.30% 97.55% 99.13%

Discount Period - paid by April 30th

Base Period - paid by June 30th
Penalty Period - paid after June 30th



Exhibit A

WEST EARL TOWNSHIP DUPLICATE TAX COLLECTIONS - 2015

Month Prev Balance Exons Collected @ Disc Disc Collected @ Base Collected @ Pnlty Penalty Total Tax Revd Ending Balance If Collected @ Base
FEBRUARY $ 1,861,638.10 S 175,533.11 $ 3,510.66 S 172,022.45 S 1,686,104.99 S 175,533.11
MARCH 1,686,104.99 593.12 186,163.24 3,723.25 182,439.99 1,499,348.63 186,163.24
APRIL 1,499,348.63 1,211,657.50 24,233.07 1,187,424.43 287,691.13 1,211,657.50
MAY 287,691.13 125,383.62 2,507.63 19,564.71 142,440.70 142,742.80 144,948.33
JUNE 142,742.80 63,743.80 63,743.80 78,999.00 63,743.80
JULY 78,999.00 35,901.19 6,384.61 638.45 42,924.25 36,713.20 42,285.80
AUGUST 36,713.20 5,039.28 503.93 5,543.21 31,673.92 5,039.28
SEPTEMBER 31,673.92 1,355.43 135.54 1,490.97 30,318.49 1,355.43
OCTOBER 30,318.49 6,164.99 616.50 6,781.49 24,153.50 6,164.99
NOVEMBER 24,153.50 1,358.79 135.88 1,494.67 22,794.71 1,358.79
DECEMBER 22,794.71 5,456.08 545.62 6,001.70 17,338.63 5,456.08
End of Year 17,338.63 1,432.00 143.20 1,575.20 15,906.63 1,432.00
TOTAL $ 593.12 S 1,698,737.47 $ 33,974.61 $ 119,209.70 $ 27,191.18 $ 2,719.12 $1,813,882.86 S 15,906.63 S 1,845,138.35
91.25% 6.40% 1.46% 97.43% 99.11%

Discount Period - paid by April 30th

Base Period - paid by June 30th
Penalty Period - paid after June 30th
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