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Lancaster County Archives is committed
Lancaster County Government Center

to the preservation and accessibility of
150 North Queen Street, Suite 10

all public archival documents created
Lancaster, PA 17603

within the various County departments
Phone: 717-299-8319

Email: archives(@co.lancaster.pa.us

Hours of Operation
‘Website: www.co.lancaster.pa.us/archives
.

Monday through Friday
8:30 am - 5:00 pm
Closed County Holidays



ISTORY

The Lancaster County Archives was
established in 1975|and is the repository for
the permanently valuable records produced
within the County Offices. Many records
within the archives such as wills, deeds, and
Commissioner minutes ‘date back to the

County’s formation and survive as tangible

documentation of Lancaster €ounty’s his-

tory. Today the Lancaster County Archives
promotes the preservation and accessibility
of/records dating back to the eighteenth
century. Due to their age and fragile condi-
tion, many records are also available to re-
searchers on microfilm. Historians, genealo-
gists, title searchers, and engineers utilize
the records within the archives which are

accessible to the public.

OLLECTIONS

The records within the Lancaster
County Archives document nearly 300 years
of hisfory since Lancaster County’s crea-
tion. County_ departmental offices such as
the Recorder of Deeds, Clerk of Courts, Reg-
ister of Wills, and Prothonotary represent
the originating office for a variety of histori-
cal records now maintained within the ar-
chives. The principal record series within
the archives include land, birth, marriage,
and death records but researchers should
consult the online inventory for a more
comprehensive listing of potential historical
sources {(www.co.lancaster.pa.us/archives).

a4
FIND THE MISSING PIECES
AND DISCOVER YOUR HISTORY

AND RECORDS

Deeds were recorded beginning on
May 10, 1729 when the County was first
formed. Digital images of all historical deeds
are available/through the Recorder of Deeds
website /Awww.lancasterdeeds.com).
Researchers should first contact the archives
to find’ references available within the
indieés. Early land warrants, surveys, and
patents are kept at the Pennsylvania State

Archives {(www.phmec.state.pa.us).

IRTH RECORDS

Prior to 1906 birth records were
required only for a brief range of years in
Pennsylvania. Contact the Pennsylvania
Department of Vital Records for birth
certificates since 1906.

+ Birth Registrations (1852-1855 and 1894-
1907)

+ Birth Registrations (1881-1906) Lancaster
City only

¢+ Delayed Birth Certificates (for births
¢.1870-¢.1906)

ARRIAGE RECORDS

Marriage records begin in 1852. Prior
to that time, church records may offer the
information and can be found at
Lancaster History.org

+ Marriage Registrations (1852-1855)
¢+ Marriage License Applications (1385-1998)

4 Online index of marriages (1943-present)
are available at the Register of Wills
through the Lancaster County website at

{(www.co.lancaster.pa.us).

EATH RECORDS
Contact the Pennsylvania Department

of Vital Records for death certificates since

1906.

¢+ Wills (beginning 1730)

Z  + Intestate Records (1753-1970—Letters

of Administration, Bond Books)

¢ Death Registrations (1852-1855) and
(1894-1907)

¢ Death Affidavits (1874-1978)
+ Estate Files (beginning 1902)

4 Online index of estate files (1933-present)
available through the Register of Wills

+ Inventories (1861-1962) (Index 1729-
1926)

+ Accounts (1850-1962) (Index 1729-1934)
¢ Inventory Records (1729-1913) and
Original Account Records (1776-1901)

are kept at Lancaster’s Historical Society

¢ Orphan’s Court (1742-1962) (Index
1742-1928)

¢ Veteran Burial Records (1885-1988) may

also provide death related information
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